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Sacig! Change and Dev=lopmienl in India

__.3':1 great many students and office-workers arcund the world go to work only
for five or six daye and rest on the weskends: Yeo very few peopls who relnx
on thew day off realize thar thng holsday 13 the outcome of 2 Jong swrogsks by
workerz., That ths work-dey should' not sxcssd eight hours, that men-sad
women: should be paid egusily for doing ths same work, that work=:s sr=-
entitled to social security and pension — thase and many other righte ware
gained through socis! movements. Social movements have shaped the worid
we live in snd continue fo.do 2o.

-

Uinivetsata0Uitranchise, of m.tﬂgntm EvEry aoult
tovole i one of the forsmost nghts guaraniesd .
by the indian Consitution [ means sl we cannat b
acverned by anyone ofhet than ihe peopie we Rave oursehes
lected 10 rapresant Us This Hight is 3 razlical departure from
e gays of colonial e whén ordinaly pesple were forced
o submit i the'authonty of eolonial cficere who represented
Ihe Interests of ke Brifish. Crown Howsver even I Britsin
ot sveriene was aliaed fo iote Yoting rights were e
18 groparly-cwning men, Shansan was a sacial movement for
paifiamentary teptesantation in Englang In 1839, more thas|
125 millgn’ pople sianed e People’s Charter asking for
universal male Sirage. voimg by baliot, 2nd the tight to stand
for glechins without owning propery, In 1842, fhe mowment
Wumaﬁmmmm 3 Huge humber for
T Yo ke e e L o
= = all men aver21. mamﬂmn.wmenmnmg houses: and
Compars your lif2 with yaur womsn uriivessily gradiates over the age of 30 dot e right
grandmother, How s It gfereal o mw-k wmmempﬂeﬂmnmﬂsﬂmwm
yours? What a2 Ine l@!ﬁ!w;ﬂte caus2 of all adult women's right 1o voie. they were bitieny

mwmmmm opposed and el movement violenty cushag
| mumnmﬂmsmm '

W= often assumes thai the rights w= enjoy just hsppened to exist, It i
important to recall ths struggles of the past. which made these rishts possibie,
You have read about the 19™ century soc:al reform movemensts: of the struszgles
@Bgainst casie and gender discnminstion and of the natonslist movement in
Indis that brought us mdependencs from éolonml nilain 1847, Yousrs familiar
aiso with the many nationslist movements around ths world in Asin; Africa

send Ams=ricse thst! putan end o colonisl role. The secializt movemsnts world
over, the =ivil rizhts movement in the United States in the 1950 and 1960s
Y

that fought for equal nghts for Blacks the anti-apartheid struszgle in Sguth
Africa have all changed the world in fundaments! ways. Social movements not
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Sacial Movem=nts

only changs =acistisg: they sleo
mspire other social movemenis.

You =aw in Chapter 3 how the

Indian national movement Try and think of any examgie hiat wif
shaped the malkinzof the Indian Show you hovw socizly s changad by
Constitutivn, And How ia tiaen gmfai nhw“u anﬁ m m a w
the lndisn Consttation played movement a0 leag fo pier socral
a msior rols in bringing sbout B noemens

=pcial chancs. o

8.1 Features oF a SociaL Movement L !

A zocial movement requires sustained collective action oves tme,  Such action
1= often direceed against the state and makes the form of demanding changss in

stats policy' or practice. Spontanesus, disorganised protest cannot be called &
social movemsent sithes, Calisctive action mugt s marked by soms degre= of
orpanisation. Thiz organisation may include a leodership and & sfucture that
defines how mambers relate to each other, maks decisions and carry them
gut. Those participatng in & social movement also bave shared shjectives and
idecloges, A social movement has e general orlentation or way-of approaching
tobring gboiit |or to pravent] chanegs. Thess defimng featurssare not coanstant)
Thsy may change over the course of asocisl movemeni's lifs,

Social movemants often arice with = aim of bringing about changes on
a public issws, such s ensuring the right of the tribal pﬁ;ﬁﬂiﬂﬂ{m t uze the
forests or the right of displaged peopls to settlement and compensation. Think
of other ismues that songl movements have talken up m the past and present]
While =zorcisl movements gesk-te Dring in esscis]l changs, countsy mobsments
‘sogstimes anse in defence-of Status quu There are many instances of auch
counter movements, When Raja Rammohun Roy campsigned agsinst sgn
and formed the Brahmo Samaj, defenders of sati formed Dharms Sabha and
petittoned the Ertioh not to legislate asainst sat, When reformers demanded
educanon for girls, many protested that this would be dizastrous for society.
When reformers campsigned for sidow remarriage, they wers eoaslly boycotted.
When the sb called “lowesr caste” children snrolled in schools, seme 2o called
upper caste” chuldren wers withdrawn from the schools by thetr familiss.
Peasant movements bave oftsn been brusally suppressed. Mors racently ths
social movements aof erastwhile excluded groups, likke the Dalits, have often
mvoked retaliatory atton. Likewiss proposals for extending reservation in
eduretnoeal inettuticns Hdave [ed te eoluinter movements npta-t%ﬂ:ﬂa them. SoviEl
meovements Sannot change socisty easily. Since it goes gzainst both entrenchzd
inreress and valies there t= bound  be ﬂppﬂ?_jﬁ_ﬁﬂ.'ﬂ_ﬂﬁ resistancs. But ovex
a period of tims chaneg=e do taks placs.

Whele protest iz the mast mnesible form of collective sactien, a social
movement alzo aciz 1n other, egually important wavs. Social mevement
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tdake 2ist af oferent social movaments
fmat you have heatd aresd 'of Whal
changes da they wani Lo brikg abour®
B Whatcharges o ney Wanf in prevent?

oo

sctivists Hold mseting B mobilizs people arsund
the j=zucses that concern them. Such scfivities help
shared undsrstanding, and also prepare for 5 fesling
of eagreement o consensus ahout how 1o gnarsus the
collective agenda. Sooal movements also chert out

campeiene that wichids labhyire with the government

media sid sther inportast malkers of public opiriton
You will recsll this dissue=ion fiom Chapter 3. Secisl

movrement= alee devalop distinot modes of protes. Thiz

ould be candle gnd torch lisht processions. uss of black cloth, street theatres
angs, poetry. Gendh: adopied novel ways:such as ahimsa; salyagraha and

hiz == of the charkho in the fresdin movyems=at. F=csll the tnnovshye medes
i protest such &s picksting and dsfving of the colonial ban on producing =ait

The repertoire of satyagraha

Thefusion of reign powss 2nd cagitalwas the fotus of social piolesi during India’s

nationais! stuggle. Mahatma Gandhi wore khad hand-spun [and-wabet cloln to support
indian cofton-growers;-spinners and weavers whose velinceds hag B=sn destroyed by the
governnent policy of favourng milknads cloih” The legendary Daodi March 1o make:salt was
3 protest agains! Briish laxation palicies tha! pizcad 2 huoe hurcen on the consumers of tiask
commedities i cedar fo bepafit the smore. Gandhi ook #ems of gveryday mass consemphcn
ks clotn and saft. and transformeg hem i symbsis ofresistance.

Breakirg the Sal Laws, 1930

A ] ol ol disobisdigncs Gamdhl
ez o breal he Ba¥ Luws 28
micckn of paedesl by o Ll
PISCHAEN | WOmen A Sgen Deanng
peds comtalning Brice on e by o
M- sall pani
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Sacial Movem=nts

DistinGuUIsSHING SociaL CTHANGE AND Sociat MOVEMENTS

It 1= important to distungiish betseen secial change in general and “social
movements, Social changs is continusus and ongning. The broad historical
processes of soms] chanss are the som total of counteszs mdwidual and
collective actions gathersd across time-and spacs. Social movements ars
directed towards some spscific goals. It involves leng and confinucus social
effort and action by people, To draw frem our discussion in Chapter 2, we can
view sanskvitisation =ad westermsation s€ focial changes and see the 195
century social reformers’ efforis o0 change the secisty a= satial movemenis,

8.2 SocioLocy AND SociAl MOVERENTS =

Wy THE STunY oF Social MoveMEeNTS 15 IMPORTANT FOR
SocioLocy

From thevery beginning the dissipline of secwlogy has Besn interést=d in socis!
movements. Thé French Revelunion was the wielént culmination of sewsral
movemsents simed at overthrowing the monarchy and eotshliching ‘liherty,
equality snd fraternity’. [n Britain, the mdustemal revolution was marksd by
great socisl uphsaval. Recall outr dizcussion on the smergencs of somology in
the west in NCERT Clas= XI textboolk Introducing Socioleoy. Poor labourers
and amsans who had left the countryside 1o find werk in the cities protested
ag@inst th= inhuman lving conditions into which theywers foreed. Food rigte in
Encland wers often suppressed by the governiment. These protests were perceived by
slites as-a mayor threat to the established order of seciety, Their anmery-about
maintaining social order was reflected in the work of sociologist Emile Durkfisint
Durkheim's writings abour the division of labour in society, forms of religious
Yfe, end even suicide, mirror iz concern:about how soms] srractares ensble
‘zocial integration. Socis] moyemants werd taen a5 forees that [2d w disorder.

Scholarz mmfiviencad B9 the ideas of Karl Marx offered a differént view of
violent collective agtion, Historiane ke E. F. Thompson showed that the
‘erowd mrd the 'mdb” weee tict mede up of ansvrehic hoolibaws out tH destroy
sociEty. Instesd, they tio had & ‘morsl sconomy”, In other words, they have
their ownshared understanding of right and wreng that mfoprmed thesr actons.
Ther research showed that poor peoplemn urban areas had good reasons for
protzstins. Thsy afien resorted o public protest because they kad neo cther
ey of expressing their ancer and résentment against dsprivation,
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Sacig! Change and Dev=lopmienl in India

8.3 Tyess oF Social Movements |

RerormisT, REDEMPETIVE, REVOLUTIONARY

Thets mre different kinds of socisl movemeni<, They can be clszzifisd as:
i} redemgtive or transformatory; [4i] reformist: and (i) revolutionars. A
redamptoe social movement sime ta bring abont.a change in the perosonsl
consciousnsss and sctions of its individual membars, Forinstance, psople1n
ths Erhave commumiy in Kerslewere led by Narayans Guml to chancs thair
social practices, Esformist sorial mov=mante strive to changs the sxisting seeis]
snd political srranssments through gradusl incrementa! steps. The 1960s
movemant for the reorgsm=angn of ndian =tates on the bast= of languass aad
the recent Right to Information campaagn are sxamples of eformizt movements,
Revolutionary social movements attempt to radically transform social relations,
cfien by capturning star= power. The Bolthenk revolution m Ritnsia that depossd
tha T=ar to crears 8 communist state and the Naxahts movement in Indis that
seeks 0 remove oppressive landlords and =tats cificitalz=can be descabed as
reralutionsn movements)

A= Fou might discover when You ) to classifya sboial movement in terms
of thic trpology, most mavements have & mix of redemptive, rafarmist and
revolotionary elementz.  Or the cnientation of 2 zocial movement may shift
over ume such that it starts off with, say, sevelunonary objectives and bacomes
reformisi. A morsment-may start from & phaze-of mats mobiligation -siwd
collective protest to beteins more nStitubonsliascd, Social scisntistswho study
the Iife cycles of social movemente call this a move wards ‘social movement
arganisations’.

How a zocial movement 1= perceived and classified i3 slways -a matter
of interpretaton. It differs from one ssction to ‘another. For instanes, what
was & ‘mutiny’ or ‘rebslHon’ for Britich coléaisl ridlesE in 1857 was “the first
war of independence” for Indisn nationsticre, A muting is 50 art of defisnce
sgminst supposedly leginmste authonty, i.2., the Brtish ruls. A strussie for
mdspendence 15a chellense to the yery lemuimscy of Brinzh rala. Thiz showe
how peapie stisch different meanings to sooial movements,

DisSTINGUISHING THE NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENT FROM TEE OLD SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS

Working class movements in the caprtalist west wers wrestngs better waces,
better ving conditions, social securnty, fres schooling and hesith secunty from
thz =sigte. That was slzo a pericd when =doighst mevemisnteiwere ezstablizhing
new lkinda of states snd sorcisties. The old =ocal mov=menis c=arly =aw
resrpanisation of power relations as @ sentral goal -

The old socal movements funciioned witfdn the frame of political parties. The
Indign Nattons| Congress led the Indian Natwonal Movement. The Commumist
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7 o8 L |
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Party of China led the Chiness Rsvolution, Todsy some belisve that ‘old’ class-
Easad politeal aofion led by trade union= aud workers pariies iz onthe dechine.
Othersargued that in the affiuent West with s welfare starte 1s=uss of class-
Bazad sxpleitaten and nstjushty-ware tio logpsrsentral sonecerng. So the néw’
social movemsniz Were not about changing the distributizn of polssr in socisty
but about qualiy-of-life issues such as Rawing a ciZan envfronment.

In the old =ocial movements, the rols of palitical parties was central. Falinicat
scientist Eajni Eothan attributes the surge of social movements in india in
the 1970s to people’'s growing dissansiaction with parkamentery democracy.
Kothari arguzes that the insttutions of tha state have been captursd by elites,
Dueto this, slectordl representation by politics! parties is no longsr an effective
way for the poor to g=t their vorces heard. Peapls left out by the forms] political
=ystsm join social morements ﬁr'naﬁ-p{:{ﬁy political formafions in order 1o put
prezgurs on the state fram putside. Today, the brosder term of cvil soczety 1=
used 1o refer 1o both ofd apcial movements sepressnted by pobitical parties and
trade Unicnsamd o aEw noncpovernmsentsl orgamsations, WomMen’'s groups,
snvionmen:al sroups and tribsl scbivesis,

Az you 'read about the various dimensions of agcisl change in Indis, vou
would have been striick by the fact that globolisation has been re-zhaping
peoples’ Hives in industry and agriculnire, culture and medis. Often firms are
uansnanonsl. Often lecal srrangsments thatars hinding arsinteraational such
A= the repulationsiof the World Trads Drgamestion |WT0). Envnronmsnts] and
heslth risles fears of auclesr wardare are slobsl in asture. Not ‘surprisingly

thersfore many of the nell socg! movansnis ars ifernationad in svaps. Whstie
significant howsver, is that the old and new movements arz working together in
r

new alliances such a3 the World Sosial Forum that have been raising swarenees
abeut the hazards of globalizatien.
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New soeig]l movaments aes not just about ‘ofd "isdtsa afsconomic Memahiy
Nor are they organised along clsss hnssalons: ideniity poitics, cultural arncsiies
and gapirotions are ssesntidl slement= in creatine sofds] moyements and cooir
= oways that are daffculs @ trace o ciass-based wmaquality. Of=n, these sosial
movemenis uniie partcipents across siess bousdanes. For insiance, the
womesis movement infludes urbsn, middis-clizs femimizie gz vwell ‘Gs poor
peashnt women. THe rezionsl movements {or=sparats siatchood brins opcsihsr
diff=rent sroup: of poopie who do not shaes homegssneous class identities In
a.=pcial movems=nt, gusehons of social meaguality can occur alonpride other
eqreslly smportant i1ssues,

This will be clear when we disrnsg thy Chapleo movement in the nextisaction

8.4 CcolLocical MoOVEMENTS -

For murch of the meodsrn peoriod the greatest emphasic has besa |lsid on
dev=lopmsnt, Qver the decadss thers has besn a greai d&a af vencem ahout
the unrchecked no=s of namhiral resairces and & mpdd=l of development that
creaies oew noeeds that further demands=. oreaier exploitanion of the alresdy
depisted naniral mesotirces. Thismoede: of devsioporent has slan Deen critegqised
for sesviming thet il sectohs of pesple will 'be bencsliciariss of devmelopment.
Thusz big dams displecs-psople from thsir homes and sources of livelihood,
indymerics dicplace aorrultirslisi= from thsir hamess and hvelihood. The tmipace
of industrial polliition 18 yet another sy, Here we taks just cne examiple of
s ecologcal movement o examing the many iszuss that are mterhaked 10 g5
ecoiogical momemens.

Activiry 8.4

Find et some instances of envifonmenital,

polution froms your region. Discuss, You

can giso Nave 3 poster sxhititlon ot & yolir
B fndings -

The Chipls Mov=ment

an sxample of the scological

moyement, iythe Himslaven :
Chnks astinstz gathar an Werdd Enpiornment Doy ag

fontniils f2 mopand example af T o
Sakiznz m IZEE

guch interminelsd intsrfesis

and ideclagizs, According to Ramschandra Guha in his boak, Inguist Woods

villagers rallied together to =ave ths cak and rhododendron forests near their
m willases. When government forest confractors cams to cut down the frees

wnillagers, incheding large number of women, stepped forward o hug the trees w
S prevent their batng fellsd. Atstalkte was the guestion sfnillagers” suhsistencs  All

of them relied on the forsst o g6t Srewood, fodder and other dailv necessities
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Thiz corflict place: ths livelihood nssds of
poarvillagersazainst ths government s desirs
1o generatE revenuss o selhing tmber. The
econemy of submicrence waa pitted agamet the
aconpmv o proft-Alonswnh this 1z=ue of sams]
inequalty (viEgsrs versus 5 government thst
represented commsetial, capitalist intersstal,
the Chipko Movament also raicad tha izaue
of ecological sustainahihity, Cutting down
natira] forests was & form of enmronmensal
desitrucbsn that bad resulted in devestanieg
Hosds end landslides in the regen. For ths
villesare these 'red” 8nd “Sreen’ fgaus=s wers ﬂ;‘_'ﬂ-ﬁ_-.g defpresmiton, Jurnacadh,
interlinked. While their survival depended o Himacha? Fradesh

the survival afthe fore=t they alse vahsed the

fores: for 1tz own sake az a form of ecalogical wealth that benefite all, In sddition.
the Chipko Movement alzo expressed the resentmest of hill nillasers againsta

distant governmeit heagnusartered in-the plainsthat seemsd indiffarent snd
hosdle to their concerng. 30, concsins sbout sconoimy, ecolozy &nd politicsl
repragsntstion underlay the Chipke Movement. Trses ars neces=ary for ths
conservation of snvironment. $imilairly, cléan watsr 1= neceseary for 3 h:ﬁltﬂ'—r
enwronment. 0 the heht of thus. the Govarnment of Indsd-since J014 has
mitiated =ystematic efforts o brrg belanes, srructure and guality of lndias
ecology through the Tntegrated Ganga Conssrvation Mission' (Namami Gangsl
and ‘Swachh Bharar Abkyan”.

The unustally heavy monsoon of 1370 precipiated fhe mest devastating finod in imng mamory. nine:
Alaknznca valley, water inundated 100 square kilometres-of land. washed away & meial bridges and 10 kilometres
of motor roags, 24 bises and saViaral oihel VENICISS: 355 hoisas coliapsed and 500 lres of standing paday ormps
wete destioyed The joss of human and boiine e Was considerable

. The-1570 fisads mark a tuming-pont in the-ecclocical hisiory of the region. Villagers whe bots: the brunl of the
damage mm@mmmmmmmm fandslides and fioods It was
shsarves that some of e Vilges most aected &y landsiiges iy diract) belbiv forests whire falling crierations
lsad (laken pace.

ThEtI:ﬂngHEﬂitkﬁE'&i‘ilHIEﬂ up by e Dashaull Gram Swardjz Sanak (DGSS) 2 cooperaive organisation
hmedmﬁl-anﬂdlﬂitt_

Despita fhese sary proiests, the govemment went shead with the yaary suction of forests in November, Gne of
tha plots schedulad 1o be szsigned was the Renl fotes!

The-conlracions’ men who wers trsveling b Reni frim Joshimeth stopped the bus shortly befors Renl. Skiring the
viliage, lheymeéﬁ-fm'lhehvalhmwwm=mﬁﬁawkﬂfﬂﬂ1 thair implements rushe {o Saurs Dowi e

bsatd of the village Mahila Mandal (Wemen's Club). Gaura Devi quickly mabiisad the ofhier hotsewives :
e

wilh sbuse and fhresss. When fie wormzn refised o butige, the men wers eventually forced torefire. S ——
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I par curvent infatmation age, sotis) mavements around the gicbs are abie o oy [T 99
together in huge regional and Intemational networks comprising non-govemmental
siganisaliens. refigiols and humanitaan groups, uman nohts dssocistion,

constimsr profection adiecates, énvironmental achirists and alhers Who campaign In the public
isrest.  The enommous profests aganst he Word Trade Organisafion at ook place In-Seatle.
for examiple, were oganised in parl rough infernet-tissed petwork

8.5 Cuass Basep MovenenTs |

Peasant MOVEMENTS

Feaszant movements or agranan struggles have takesn place from pre—colomal
da¥s. The miovemernits in the period béetween 1858and 1814 t=pded to remain
localissd, disjointed end comfingd w particular grievances. Wsll-known &are
the B=ngal revolt of 1853962 szanst the indigo plantshion svstem snd the-
THiccan riots” of 1857 sgeinet monsevlenders. Some of these issues continued
mnito the following penod, and under the leadership of Mahstms Gandhi became
parually linked to the Independence movement, For instance, the Bardaol
Satvagrahs | 15928; Surat District) 8 ‘non-tax’ campaigin as part of the nahwnwide
non-tohoperation movement, & campaizy of reh=alto pay land revsaus and the
Champssan Satyagraha (1917=18) directed against indigo plantations. I the:
1930=, protest movements sgainst the. E’:I""EE- paliciezof the Britick government
and loesl rulers Sroce 3 centain regiens. Recs!l our ditcussion on structurs!
changesm Chaoter 1.

Eetween 1920@nrd 194]) peazant orpamzshongaross: The Arzt organization
ta be founded was the Bikar Provincial Kigan Ssbhiia [19292), and in 1836 ths All
India Kissn Sabha. Thé pessants arganised by the Sabhas demanded freedom
from sconomic exploitsticn for peasants, workers and all othes sxploit=d classes
At the tme of Indepandences, we had the swo mest classical cases of peasant
movements, sawmesly the Tebhegs movemsay (134647 and the Telangana
movement (1946-51). Ths first was'a struggle of sharscroppers in Bengal in
North Eilse for twa thirds shere of their preducs instesd of thecustomary haif,
It hiad the support of the Kizsn Sabhas and rthe Cammumizt Party of Indis (CFl)
The second was directed againet the feudal conditions in the princely state of
Bydersbad and was led b the £FL

New farmesr’s moveaments began in the 1970z in Puniab and Tamil Nadu.
These movements were regonally oganised, wers non party, and involved
farmers rather than peasants [farmersars said to bs markstinvolved as bath
commodity pfr-:u; r= and purcheears), The basic ideclogy of the movement
wasstrongly aati-state and agtisrban, The focesof dema.ﬂsl ware ‘price and
related 1zsues’ (for example, price procursment, remanerabive prices: prices
for azricultorsl moputs, taxathion, non-regayment ‘of loans]. Noval methods of
agitanon were utad) blocking of roads and railwayrs, refusing polintians™ and
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 the Siligurt sttdivision peasants’ conference proved o be a great success The IR T
peasants. quickenea ano strengthénad by their eaier miant smuggies looked

forward expeciantly Faces deatened 3na dulled with the gtinding rautine of bour

ofl tne pfedars feids nmwmwwmw understending, Acsarding §a Kanu.
Sanyals iater clams. from March 1567 foApmi 1567 2l e villagers were organised. From 15.000
/1020000 peasants wese anrolled 35 wholstime acivsls. Peasanls’ commiltees wese foimed
m&mmaﬁm ey weie tianstomsd Inlo armed quaids: They soon cocupled land i e
name of peasants commiitizes. bumt 3l e records which had E2en ysed to cheat them of heir
dues’ cancelied afl hypethecary gebis passed ceath sentences on oppressive [andioros-farmed
3imea0 bands by Im#hg quns from Landloeds, anmed Inemsaivas with convennonal weapons lie

bows. amrons and speats and 5¢! up parallel adminstralion o ook afer the vilages
Sceove- Sumanata Baneries *Naxalban and the Left Mor=ment® i ed. Ghanszhyom
En:hswmllﬂ;mmmﬂ rhesm:e\;&gcr_ Dedin 2002) 22 125252

The gusrtiiz movsment was heraided by the fercibie cullieg of crops fam e JATELL S
fand of a rich fanaiord at Gandathadra. near Boddapadu m he:pfams arsa on 24
Novamber 1968 Mere significant was fhe setion in tfs hill tracts the hiext day. whan
InPedagattil Vilage of the Parvatipuram Agency area. mﬁnﬁﬂmﬂmthgﬁ
ammed Wil baws. amows and spears. raided Mme ouse ofa  landierd cum moneylender.
and took possession of his hzardsd paddy, nge,mur!uw grains and propedy worll: about
Rs 20000 They ko ssized documents. B '

bureaucrats’ entry o villages, and g0 on. It has been aroi=d thar the farmers!
marements have broadened ther agenda 2o idanlosrandinchnde snyronmeny
and women's iszues. Thersefors, they can bezeen =t 3 part of tha worldwids
neF Soeis]l movemsats’,

Workers MOVEMENTS

Factory preduction began in Indis in the early part of the 1860=, You will rezall
aprs dizcussionon the speecific character of nduseeiplisation i the colomasl
period. The genersl partern of tade ser up by the coloais! repime wat:-ons
uniger Which raw mAtsralswere procursd from Intheand goods manulachitred

in the United Kinpdom were marketed in the colony, These factoriss wers, thus
=5mi-_!_1_.h_.#d m ths p-:lft:urwns ¢f Caloutis (Eolliata| and Bambay (Mumbail. Later
factories were alsg 25t up in Madrae (Chennai), Tes plantations in Assam were
ssisblizhied asesrly gz i 18535,

In: the early siages of colomalism, sbour was very:-cheap as the colomal
government did not regulate asither wages or working condition=. You wall
remember the menner in which the colonisl goremment snsured supply of

labour in the tea planistiens (Chapiar 1).
Though trad= unions emerged Iat=r, worksr=s did protest. Their actions then m
.

were, however, more spontanegus. than sustsined. Some of the natonaher
leaders-alzo deew in the workers into the gnbi-colonia! mevermeant. The wsr led
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rded gtrilees. Juts workers in Calocutsa
struckwork. InMadeas, the workers of Burhinsham and Carnate Ml [Bonny's|
structksorkdentinding mersaze inwapes! Texhle winrkersz in Ahmeidabad ztriack
work for increass 10 wapges by 30 pger cent (Bhovwmiclk 2004,

The Hrst frade union was catablishesd in Apal 1918 - Msdras by B.F,

2

Watlis, 5 =ooisl worker and m=mber of the Thepuophical Scoety. Dnring the

same yvear, Mahatme Gandh foundsd the Textile Lebowr A=cociation (TLA)L In
1920, the All India Trade Unon Congress [AITULC| was formed in Homshay, The
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AITUC was & broad-bassd orgadisation involving diverss idedlogies. The mdin
d=closical sroups were the communiste led by S.A. Dangs: and M.N, Roy, th=
modarares led by M. Joshi and V.V. Giri and the narienaliet movements which
invelved people ke Lala Isjpat Rai and Javwsherls! Nehra

Dharing the lact few'years of Brtizh mole the commumate oamned cansidershls
sonimel over the AHTUC. The Indian Natwes! Conzress chose 1o form another
umon calted the Indian Nationz] Trade Uson Congress (IRTUT] 1n May 1547,
Ths splitin the AITUC in 1947 paved the wey for further zplit=ion the linz of
political partiss. Apart from the working ¢class movsment being divided on ths
lIines of pelities] nartic=-ai the natonsl level, remons] peibhes B0 =fafisd o
form their own unione from the lar= 1960=.

In 196667, the sconomy suffered a major recesnion which lad to s decr=aes
in production and conssquently employment. There was a general unrest. In
1974 there wae & major radway workers  striles, The confrontatien between the
stats and trade umons became souts, The worker's.moment was: very much
partof the wide ztrugsle for ernl barties:

8.6 Caste Basen MovenenTs [Nl

Twe Daur Movement

Sorial mevement= of ODaht= chow a perticular eharactar The movements canaot
be sxpleined sstisiactanly I referencs torsoomomic explotbshonz alone or pohibes!
oppression, dlthough thess-diorEnsions are 'importent: This 18 & struzile for
recoznition a2 fellow human beings, 18 iz a sttugels for sclfconfidencs and 5
=gace for sclf datermmsanoi It 1= a strusgle o stalishment of shpmahcanen.
that untouchabilay implied. It heg been called g stmigple to be touched,

The word Dalir 1=-commonly used mn Msraths Himdt, Guarati and many
‘other Tndisn langiagss mEanng-the poorand oppreses:d perzons It was Hent
used in ths new contaxt in Marathi by nso-Buddhist Sctivists, the fllowers of
Babacahah Ambedlese in the esarly 1970s. it
refers to those who have been brolen, oround
dows by thoss gbove them'in a debiberate way,
There 1=, 5 the word stselif wherent denial of
pollution, karmE and justificd ca23i= Hidgrarchy,

There Ba=z not Be=n 8§ =ingls, unifizd
Dralir movemeant in the country now or in the
pest. Different movemente have highlicheed
different issues related o Dielits: sround
different idsalogies. Howsver, all of theem
gzserr 8 Dalivt idenviy though the meaning
may not be identies] or precise for svervens.
Notwithestanding differsnicae 1 the snatmes of
Nialit movements and rhe meaning of identity,

Rsarim 202420



Sacig! Change and Dev=lopmienl in India

thérs has besn a common qusst for squality, ssli-dignity and sradication of
untiuchsbility (Shah 2001:193), Thiz c5a be 2=2a in the Satname Movemesat of
the Chamars in the Chattisgarh pleine in aaetern MP, Adi Dharms Morementin
Funieb, the Mabar Movementin Maharashirs, the socio-political mobilisation
among the Jatavas of Agra and the Anti-Brashman Movement ia south India.

In the contemporary perind, the Dalir movemenr has ungusstionably
acquired | place m the public sphers-that cannot be ignored, THi= 58 Yesn
eccompanisd by = growing body of Dalit hiteraturs.

Dislit writers are insistent on using their gwn imagsriss and sxpressioas
rogted in their own experisnces and perceptione. Many felt thar the hugh-
fiown sgoia]l imagernies of mammstream society would hids the truth rather than
raves] . Dalit literature pives & call for social and caltural =volt. Whils some
emphasice the cultural 'struggle for digaity and igentity. otherz also bring in
the structursi feamures of gocisty including the sconomic dimsngions.

Sociologistsatiempls to classify Dl mavemants Nave led then to belevetiat thy
biglang ta 2l the fypes. namely refnmmatiie reaemplive, revohiidnary

e anfi-caste movement whih begar i iha 15° cenfity uner i@ inspration of

Jotiba Phule ang was camed out i lﬁlﬂﬁ?ﬂs Gy the mﬂralmm moyemens in Meharashira
and Fam# Naduand Eﬁnw mwmemmwumwm characiansties of
alltypes. &1 s best i was revolutionary In fEfms.0f SoGiEty and redemplive In temms of individuals.
In parttal context. the pest Ambedkar Dalit movement kas had revalutionasy prachce: it has
pravided am:awmm Iiving. at soire poirts limilad 3nd at sofiia poinis ragical and 3jl-
encampassing, 1anging fraim changes n DNaviolt such 35 oiing Up ealing beet In refaious
conversion [t has focessad on changes in the entire soriety. from radical revolutnnary goal of
abglishing £aste oppression and ECONOMIC ExpIBIETDN 10 the Hmniled goals of proviling scope
for mmibers of Sehedliza Caste 1o actieve social mioblly
Bul o the Whaie. this movement has been areformist mavement Il fias mobiliz=d akong caste
ines but-onlv made nall hearied effiors 1o destroy caste: i has atiempied and achieved some
real though imite sacistal cianges wiin galns especially for the sducaiad se2tions amang Jalls,
bt it Fias Ziled i transform ssciety sufficiently to raise the ganeral mass from vt i still amang
the magst excreciating poweny n ihe werld)

Backwaro CrLass Castes MOVEMENTS

The emergence of kaclovard casten folasess ae politicg] entities han occureed
both i1z the colonial and post-colenial contexts: The colonisl state often
distributed patronags on the basis of caste. It made =snss thersiore, forpsople
to stay within their caste for =ocial end politcs! idaatioy in instiational iife, It
alzo mfivenced simiiariy pleced ¢aste groups to unit= themsslves and to form
what has Yean termed & 'horortal streteh Castz, thus, Begﬁn_lﬁ lo== 1= ritus!
content and becgme more and more secularized for political mobilisstion {recall
the digcussion on seculansanon mm Chapter Zh
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The term Backwward Classsz*hes
be=n in use in diffsrent paric of ths
country sincs the late 192 Cennury:
It besgn to be ussd more widely in
Madr=s pres:dency mince 1872 inthe
princely State of MyEera sHnes 1918,
and in Bambay pfestidener sines
1833, Fram the 1920s. s number
of orgenizations united around
the jzsue of caste spradg Up
ddferent partsaftherountry. Thess
inchedsd the United Provnacss Hindu
Backward Classes Leasus, All-Indis
Bsackward Classez Federation, All
indin Baclward Cleeses Leasue i
1954, 88 orpsnizstionis wers Solintsd
working for the Baclorard Classes

8.7 Thz TrisAL MoVEMENTS

Dhfierent tmibsl groups spraad
across the coluntsy may share
comman iz=Euss. But the
distinenoane beivween them a1
equally significant. Many of the
tribal movements have been
targely located e the g0 cslled
tikal belt 1a mmddls Indig, such
ag the Santhals, Hos, Orsons
Mundas in Chota Nagpur and
the Santhel Parganag. The regson
conznigtes the mam partof what
has cometobe called Jharkhand.
Wewall not beebls o go fite Bizy

The follawing obsSavatlons wers maga by
G5 Panl during' 3 speech that moved the
consHiufion of the Advisory Commities on

We nave 1o take panticuiar care of thie Depressed Classes the
Scheduled Castes and the Sackwand Classes.. We mustde 2
we can 1o-biing Mem up o e general level | The stiength of

Hurkiamafital pghls, minorities. gl

the chialn s meastived by the weakest link of # and 56 unlll every

link &5 Ity revitaised, we will not have 3 healtiy body podilic’
In:2048: the Gavemment of India inltoduced 10 pET cEnt
reservation i sgicaiion and govemmant jobs Tor scanamicaly
wezker sections among upper casles How st diffierent from ihe
above guole? Dilscuss

Struggies of the inbalz combinus

detailed sccount of the diffsréit movements, We takes Jharkhand a2 an sxampis
of a tribal movement with a history that zo2= bark ‘a hundred y=ars. We al=o
brisfly touch on the agecificity of the tnbal movements m ths North Esst but
fail 15 deal comprehansively the many differsaces thar sxist between one ribsl
morement Agd snother wnthen the reciorn.

JHARKHAND

Jharkhend is ons of the newly formed states of India, cerved out of south Fihar
mn the vese 2000, Eshmd the formaripn of thiz atate hes mors then a century
‘of resictances. Thezocial movement for Jharkbhand had se-charmremeiic lEadsrin

Birgs-Munds &n adivasiwho 1ad a thdjor uprising scaiist the British, Al
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liiz death, Birsa ecams an important icon of the movement. Storiss and songs
sbout him can be found all over Jharkhsad, The memory of Bires's strogple:
was alzo kept alive by writing. Chriztian missionsri=s working in south Bihasr

wers respensible for spreading literacy 1in the area: Laterate adivasis began w
gegearch: gad wnre about their herery and mythy, They docnmentsd - and

dHEzemingaisd beformaticn about teibal customes ‘and dultursl practicss,

Thiz helpsd creat= & unifisd ethaic conscswousness and 5 shared identity as
Jharkhandi=.

Lsterate adrrmasio weare aleo 1 & pogition 10 g2t governznent jobs so that over
ame, a middie-ciass adivas: inteliectual leadership emerged that formulated
tha demsand fora scparste stats and lobbisd for itin India sad sbroad. Within
south Bihsr, adivasis akaced a commeon hatred of difus™ migranat teaders and
mensvizndars who had e2ttled in the area and prabbed its waalth, u:upm%&hu&g
the onginsl residents. Most of the benefite from the muuing and mduswisl
projects ia this minerat-rch reston had gone o difues svenas adivas: lsnds
had been shienst=d. Adivas: experiences of margmabization and their sense of
injustics wer= mobilised to crest="s sharsd Jharkhandi identite and inspirs
collactive actinn that évantually 12d to the formation of a separats state.

The izsuss against which the leadsrs of the movement in Jharkand agiated
WarE:

® acqositton of land for large irnigation projects and firing rangss;

®  susverand Ssttiemant ﬂp&fﬂ.ﬁnﬂi. which were held up, camps clossd dowm,
e,

® collection of Iogne, rent and cogperative duss. which were resistad!

® astionslisation of forsst producewhich they boycotzed

Tue NortH East

Ths process of stats formsation initiated 5% the Indisn government ollowing
the gsttainment of indeapsadence generated disgquieting trends in a1l ths
major il districts 10 the region. Conscious of thewr distinet idenihty and
wradsitions] autonomy, the mbes were unsurs of beins incorporated within: the
admimstrasve machinsry of Aszam.

Tha rise cfethnicily in he region 5 s 3 1esponse 10 ope with a2 new situaiion which
developed 25 3 Conseq uencs of the mibe's contatt with a powsiul alien system. Long
i=niated from the Indian mainsteeam the mbes wers-ableto malintain their own wondview
Shd socis snd cullutl institutions with litle =xlerna infllence . Whils the zarlier phisss
showed 3 tendency lowards secessionism, [is trend has besn replaced by a ssarch for
autonomy within the framework of he Ingisn Sonsitulion Mersen 2083 1151

One of thekey issues that bind tnbal movements from differsnt parteefthe
country is ths alienstion of trikals from forest lands. In this sens= etological
issussare central to tnbal movements. Just as cultural issuss of identityand
economic tseyes such as, tneguality, are, This brings us I::-Et':-k o the guestion
sbout the bluermsof old and new socisl movements i Isdia.
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8.8 Trz WOMEN'S MOVEMENT |

Tue 194 Century SociaL Rerorm MoVEMENTS AND EarLY
Women's OrRGANISATIONS

You are slready familiar with the 19% century
social reform movements that raised Tanous jscues

concermng women: Chaptsr 2 hisd dealt wnth 1t as
did thie sarfiey Boglk. The sarly 20th centuryzawths
growth of women's organisations at the nationsl
and the lacs] =vel. The Women'sIndss Ssnoriaton
(VLA (1217 Alllndis Wome=n's Canference (ATWC)
{1928 and Nanonal Counctl Sor Women mm Indip
[WEWT [1925) ars ready names of organtsshons
thar w= can mention. While mans of them bsgan
with s limsted [oeus, their scope exdende=d ovsd
time, For instancs, the ATWC began with ths jdea
that Wwomen's welfare' and ‘politice” were mutaally
axciussve; Few years later in one of the Presidential
aiddresesy it waz ststed, "L CGanthe Indian mhen
or woinan be fres if Tadis-tic=a slave? Bow can 8%
reman dumb akoui natenal Feadom, the vesy
basis of all gpraat reforms? (Chaundhnei 1993: 149)

it ean be-arcusd thet thes pamed of sstmty
dic mor conshiftate & socisl moyement. It can be
argued gtHerwiEs oo, Lefius yeesll vome of the
featurss that charasterise socs]l movements. It ds
haws argamestans_ jdeclogy, leadership 5 ehsrsqd
understandmns and the gzm of vaogeg sbout
chanzes e g public iesne. What thev sucreeded

n iz Aprin Cedar Fhils: a woman namess

Sufialle became fomous for kar pariin ke

tooether wEs te oresais an atmespher=-wheres the =k f
= B2 ‘ Ciril thoebedienos MEnpartang

womea’s question could net beignorsd

Acramiany StrucaiEs anp Revorts

Itiz aft=n s=stimed thet pnly middls class eduicstsd wamsn sre involver in Encist
moyeinenis. Part of the sirtipsls hies bedts 1o remember the forgetsa history of
wiinen's pariwipation, Womsn particpated slong vath men in Steasples gnd
revadlts engmnsting 1 tribal snd raral eress o the colomas] period. The Tebhsss
movement i Heneal, the Telangans arme strusgle from the erstwhile Nizam's ruls,
and the Warh tnbsl's r=volt agsmst bondage m Mahsrashtve gre noms sxamipies,

por 1047 ST
b

An 1zzus that 1z often rauzed 1z that i there was 20 achive Wwomen = movsmsnt
befors 1247, what happened afterwerds? One sxplenstion has beeq that many
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of the vomsa activists who wers siao involved th ths natienalist morement
gat involved 1n ths nation ulding i=sk. Uthers cite the frsums of Partition
rezponeible for the ol

iothe md-1970z, there was 3 renevwa) of the women s mavement = Indig,
Soms call it the zecond phese of the Indian women'= movement. While many
cf the concerns remamead the same that thers were changs= borh in terms of
organisstional strategy,. a2 well a3, ideologies,

Apsr from orSsniestionsl chansea theve were new {=nues that wers fooesed
upen. For instancs, violénce aganst women. Ovar the vears, there have been
numerous campaigns that have been taken up. You may have noticed that
apphcatenn far school formsz have both father's and mother'z nanmes. Thiz wasz
aot alwavs true: Likewies important legsl cheanges have teien place thanks
to ths camipaipn by the women's movement. [ssusas of land nights-smplovment

have been fought alonigzids richts srsinst c=xus] herssemsat 5ad dowry,

Shalyekan Begum ‘Ans" wih o phofsgroph of her

daughter, gllegedly murdered for dowrs

Thers hs=s been & recognition too that while sll women ars in scme way

isadvantssed is-a-oismen all women do not suffer the same-level or kand of

diserymnpiton. The concernez of the educated middle cipes= woman i= different

from the pesssntwoman just sz-the concsen of the Dalit woman s different
frofn the "upper Saste” woman, Let Us taks the example of viclenece:

Therz Hsz sl=zo besa greatsy feEngnition that bath men snd womsn =rs
cotiztrsini=d by the dominent gender identitise, For instsanss, men in patriarchs!
aoeeties feel they must be strong aned syecceasiil. It 12 not, manly, 10 express
oneseif emotionally. A gender-just.socisny would allow both men:god women
ta be-frea. This of conlrze radieon theddea that for trus frecdom to grow=sid
deralop, injusticss: of 8l leind have t srid. The idea of gender-just zocisty is
bBased Upon thn umportant Ectors — educated women with multiple rolesand
improved B ratin. The programme of the Government of Indin, Bl Baochas,
Beti Padhao Tojang iz en ymportsnt effort 10 the achiabzatinn of 5 gender-quct
BOCIELV.
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ConcLusion | |
Az we reach the end of the bogle 1ri= perhape relevant w go back 1w whers
we began in our first socology beok in Class XI. Wa had bezun by discussing
the dialectical relatonship betwsen the mdividual and the socisty, Socisl
movements perhaps best show thiz reistionship. They anss becsuss individuals
and sccisl groups =eek 1o chanse their condinons, Thereby, they change both

themselres and the socisty.

1 I3 gine 3 sociely where lhera has been nosocisl movemanl Dlscus You
can also descrbe how youimagine such g socizty to be,

Z Wirite shod notes on:
g Wamen's Movemen
s Fribal Movamenis

ey brichia | diffie ot fo migke o clear digfingficn betiween 'th= dld aond naw
encial movemenis, Dscus

bal

4 Envionmantal movemenizs often alto contain sconomic and identily issues

suol}seny

DEcuss
5 Ditinguish betwesn peasant.and New Farmer s mavements
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Glossary

Body Language: The wav pecpla dress. talk move gesticulate interact camy themsslves

Commercialisation: The protass of tsnsforming something into & produdt, senvice of
activity that has 2conomic value and can be raded in the markel

Culwre; Cultre was understood as that which refarred to knowledgs. belief, an. morals, law,
custom and any othes capabiliies and habits acquired by man as a member of sadsty

Decentralisation: The process of gradusl devolution or transfer of funictions. resaurcss and
dedsion-making powsis 1o the lowsrevel demooatically slectad bodiss.

Digitalisation; The pracass, whereby information is produced as a universal binary code:
and can thus be easily procsssed, storsd and circotated at graater spasd acrpss
communication technologies like Intermet satellite fransmission. fephones, fiber
optic linss. etc

Disinvestment: Privatisation of public sactor or govemment companies

Division of labour: Specialisation of lasks in way= that may involve exclusion from'same
oppontunities, Hance clesure of labour opportunities exist in employment or by gender,

Diversification: Spread of investment into different types of stonomit aciivities T ordet
o reduce risks.

Fordispy: A system of produclion made popaular by the American industrialist Hanry Ford
in the early part of 20 century, He popularisad the sssembly line mathod of mass
production of a standardiszd preduct (cars). This 2ra also led 1o payment of batter
wages to the workers and sacial welfare policiss being implementad: by both
indilsinzlists and the siats

Great and Litde Tradition: The ways of folks or unletterad paasants consfitute tha Lt
Tradhions-and that of the slite or the reflechve Tew consiitute the Great Tradition.
Vihilz the Littie Tradifion s often localisad, Grest Tradiion hasa tendency to spraad
out Howaver, studies of festivals in India:show that sansknbic ntes (Great Tradibon)
ara aften geiting addad (o non-Sanskiitic tites (Littke Tradition) without replading them

Identity politics: A range of political activitizs that are foundad in the sharad sxperiences
of & partticular marginaiisad group such as gendar, race. ethnlc group, &tc

Import-substitution development strategy: The Import substitution substitules extemnally
produced goods and senvices, especially basic necessities such as food water and
energy. The notion of impera substitution was popularised in the 19505 and 19605 10
pramate econ amic Independance in developing countries

Industrialisation; The develspment of modem farms of Industry — faclories, mathines and
lasge-scale praduction processes, Industrialisation has been ane of the main sets of
processss influeheing the social world over the pas! two centuries

Means of production: The mears wharaby the production of matenal goads s carmied bn
in & sacisly. induding not jus! techinology but the sodal r=igtions Between producars.

Micro-slectronics: The branch of stzcironics desling with the miniaturisation of componsnts
and circurts. The giant-step in the fiald of micrs-sleciromics cames i 1971 wath the
invention by an Inte! anginesr of the microprocessorthat is a computer on'a chip. In
1971, 2 300 transistors (a device for cottraling flow of slectricity) wese packed on 3
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chip ofthe s2e of a thumbtack, in 1993, there were 35 milhon transistors. Compare
this with fire first electronic computer which wmgﬂed 30 tors, 'was Gt o metal
stands 9 fest tall and occupied the ar=a of 3 gymmashim

Mano crop regime: Planting 5 single crop or type of se2d over 3 large arsa

Norms: Thay consistof folkways mores customs. cotventions and laws. These are valuss
arrules that guide social behaviour in differant contexts. Wa most often follow social
norms bacause we are usad 1o doihg IL 35 5 r=suUll of socialisation All sacial fiorms
are accompanied by sanctions-thal pramiole conformifty. While norris are raplicit
rules, laws are explicit rules:

Optic fiber: A thin giass strand designad for hight transmssion. A single hairthin fiber =
capabls of transmitting trillions of bits of infarmation per second while & thin coppar
wira which was used eartisr could transmit only 144:000 bits of iformation:

Dutsourcing: Sing work out to ofher companies

Patrilineality: A system in which ans bslongs to ond's fathar's lineags or family

Piece rate wage: Paymant on the basis of ltams producsed.

Post-Fordism: The mathod of flexble production adopted by maltinationsl companies who
aither off-shoee thelr proguction wnits ar cutsaurce the whale process of prpduction
and distribution te third world countries because of tha avaiabiity of cheap labour
This penod alsc marks tha growth of the financal sector and growth of the culture

and leisure industry evident in the appearance in cilies of shopping mafiz. multiple
cinema halis. amusement parks and tha phenomenal growth In telavision channais

Raiyatwari system; A sysiem of tax coltaction in colonial Indiz in which the govermment
seitted the revenua directly with the cditivater

Referance Group: The =adial group which an individual or group desires 1o be like and
tharefore adapts ils ways of diessing and behaving Usually the refersnce group
accupies 3 dominant position nsocisty

Sensex or Nifty Index: These are indicatars of the rise ar fall In the shars of the major
companies Sensex is the indicalor of the shares of the malor companies at the
-Bombay Stack Exchange (BSE) while Nifty is the indicator for the companies at the
Natianal Stock Exchange (NSE} located in New Dalhi

Social Fact: Thos= aspects of sodal [ife that shape our sctions as individuals

Soversignty: Thatifle to supreme power of 3 manarch, leadar or govermnment ovar an ares.
with & clear-cut border
Structure: A wsh of interactions, which are bath ragqular and recurrent
Taylorism: Systam iverited by Taylor, Involving bresk up of wark tinder managament control
‘Values: id=as held by human individuals or groups: about what is dasirable. proper, goad
ar bad. Differing values reprasent key aspects of varations in human culture. Whiat

individuats value 15 strongly influenced by thespseifie cufture inwhich they happen
1o five:

I}rbanisation: The davelopmant of towns and citiss and dedline in the dependency an
agriculiurs for livalihood.

Zamindari system: A system of tax callection in colonial India in which the zamindsr was
given the rights (o collact 3ll taxes on lands cullivated by tenants and then hand aver
the revenue to fiva British authuorities (keaping = portion for himsafi)



